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126 GIRLS IN NIGHT COURTS 

Law and Criminology of Chicago, which is the best criminal law publication 
of which we have any knowledge, is conducted only updn a high plane and with 
perfect candor." — From The New Jersey Law Journal, March, 1915. 

Girls in the New York Night Courts.— There has been an attempt made 
to some extent at specialization in New York City. We have a Woman's Night 
Court which convenes at 8 p. m. every night in the year, and adjourns at 1 a. m. 
In this court nearly every woman arrested in New York City is tried ; and 
every woman who is arrested as an offender of the social evil goes through 
this court. 

I am present at every session, and therefore am brought in contact with 
most all the women who go through the New York Courts. 

During the past year we have had under our special supervision 450 girls 
from the courts, and have made the investigations and recommendations. The 
charges against them have ranged all the way from peddling chewing gum with- 
out a license to attempted murder. 

We have had runaway girls to capture, to care for and return safely to 
their homes; we have had the ungovernable child — the little girl who associates 
with bad com"anions, keeps late hours and is in danger of becoming morally 
depraved unless taken under the care and supervision of someone ; we have had 
the lost girl and the homeless girl, who only needed care and protection ; but the 
greatest number has been the street girl and the so-called white slaves. Most 
of them have been very young. Out of 450 girls, 289 of them were not older 
than 18 years; while 116 of them were only 16 years of age. 

When the girls are arrested and brought into court, the first one who appears 
for them is the professional bondsman, who charges a double price ; and follow- 
ing him comes the underworld lawyer, and he also charges a double price. 
These men are often sent by the cadet who is living from the proceeds of her 
body and soul; and she who sells her body and soul, stands before the bar of 
justice and has the penalty of the law dealt out to her, while the lawyer, bonds- 
man and cadet live without work on her commercialized vice. 

When she is convicted in court, she is finger-printed, and through the 
finger-print system the judge can tell whether there is any previous record or 
whether she is a first offender; and the judges of the Night Court are con- 
scientious men who are ever on the alert for first offenders, many of whom are 
paroled to the home. Our aim is not only to care for her and re-establish 
her in right living, but also, to bring to justice the white slaver. 

I suppose one natural question is, "How do so many girls fall into the 
hands of the white slaver ?" The story of the locked door and closed window is 
largely imaginary; at least, it is very much exaggerated. From my personal 
experience with this class of people I positively know that no so-called white 
slaver could, or would hold any of his victims by the means of locked doors 
or closed windows for any length of time. That is not their method. 

The man who lives on commercialized vice is the man you see standing on 
street corners ; he spots hia victim, who is usually a silly little girl ; he knows 
her by her mannerism and dress. He may take a very sensibly dressed girl but 
he always throws out a little test, and he soon knows whether she will take the 
bait or not. He sometimes keeps company with her for months, and if she is a 
perfectly good girl he accomplishes her ruin first himself : for the first day or 
two after he has put her in a room or house, he may have the doors locked, 
or have her carefully watched. I have had many cases in court where the 
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evidence did show the doors were closed ; but I never had but one case where 
the girl made any particularly strenuous effort to get away. 

The girl whom the cadet can enslave soul, mind and body, is worse than 
any physical slave. When I see these unfortunate creatures on the street, and 
realize that through some hideous influence they have taken their beautiful locks 
of black or brown hair and saturated them with peroxide until they are bleached ; 
have painted their cheeks and penciled their eyebrows, and that their minds 
are so polluted that when they look at themselves they think they have im- 
proved themselves. I ask, "What slavery in all the world could be worse than 
this?" 

The most perplexing and serious problem to all who are dealing with the 
social evil is not so much the white slave, as the problem of commercialized 
vice. All are asking the question, "Why will these girls sacrifice body and soul 
for money they neither want nor need themselves, simply to give to another?" 

Not long ago, I was called up by the district attorney's office to help in an 
investigation ; the man in question was colored. We found there were 45 young 
girls — some as young as 14 years of age — who were secretly living immoral 
lives and giving their money to this colored man. He pleaded guilty before 
Judge Wadhams, and was sentenced to seven years in state's prison. 

In talking to a girl the other day, it was easy to see the steps they take; 
she had known the man for months; he then coaxed her to his room, accom- 
plished her ruin, then told her she was ruined and he would marry her and 
save her name, but that he needed money before he could marry her. Then he 
began to coax the girl to commercialize herself and she soon became the vic- 
tim of the so-called white slaver, until the strong arm of the law put a stop to 
his career, for he is now in the Tombs prison awaiting trial. 

The Rockefeller investigation did disclose the fact that there is not an 
existing organization of white slavers, but there is a system, and they do have 
a system among themselves through which they do carry on the evil. 

Not long ago two girls who were distant cousins— two beautiful peasant 
girls— left their homes in Hungary to come to America, and there must have 
been a plot to victimize them before they left their homeland. Strange to say 
they came over on the boat together and they were very distant relatives; they 
separated at Ellis Island and met in the same disorderly house. Different 
methods were used for each one, but the evidence in court was very clear that 
the plans were all worked out by the same persons and parties. One of them 
was led into a terrible marriage to a white slaver, the other was trapped through 
an employment agency. The house where they were was run by a Mr. and 
Mrs. Ferenzy. Mrs. Ferenzy secured the two girls, and kept them. Mr. Ferenzy, 
who was a barber in one of the most reputable and largest hotels in New York 
City, was even bold enough to have printed cards that he could slip into the 
hands of the men after he shaved them, and thus he would secure the cus- 
tomers. This man and wife had carried on this traffic for several years 
with girls, and not only had money in America but in several foreign banks. 
They did their work very cleverly but this was a case when the detectives, and 
our investigation proved to be as clever as they, and step by step we unveiled 
the evil, obtained the evidence, and sent Mrs. Ferenzy, who was the leader in 
this evil to ten years in Auburn, and Mr. Ferenzy to seven years in Sing Sing. 

One mistress of a disorderly house secured her girls by the following 
methods; she had a blind father, and a paralytic mother, and the paralytic 
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mother used to get foreign girls' from an employment agency, and then the 
daughter would take them down to her house, and the mother would get 
another girl. 

Investigation later developed that the poor blind father and paralytic mother 
did not know what their daughter was doing. They thought their daughter was 
conducting a business of making artificial flowers, and taking the girls to the 
factory, so the mother would let the girls go and secure a new one from an 
employment agency, who, in turn, would be a new recruit for her daughter's 
disorderly house. The woman was convicted and sent to the penitentiary, and 
a number of the girls were returned to their own homes. 

We are often asked the question, "What is the type of girl who gets into 
this sort of trouble, and what are the underlying causes?" Is the legislature 
responsible for it, or is it home conditions? I can speak alone for the state of 
New York. I do not believe it would be possible to have better or stronger 
laws than we have on the statutes of New York. Wc do not need any better 
laws. It is easy enough to get this class convicted, and you will be satisfied 
with the sentences when I tell you they range from one to forty years. 

The thing there is most need for in New York is workers- -people who 
make a specialty of fighting commercialized vice, assisting the police in getting 
the evidence, preparing the cases, and more work in the homes. 

Home conditions are more responsible for girls going wrong than any one 
other thing. There is much talk about the girl who can't live on the low wages 
she earns; they tell you she can't pay board, room rent, etc., for the wages 
she earns in stores and factories; but our statistics show that the larger num- 
ber of girls who go wrong are not the girls who are alone in the world, nor 
the wage earners. Out of 436 girls last year, 263 of them came from their 
own home; more than 100 were domestics, and came from someone else's home, 
which left less than 100 who were earning their own living, paying room rent 
and board. The low wages of fathers and wage earners may cripple the edu- 
cation and training of children, but the low wages of girls has very little to 
do with the social evil. The girls come to us from all stations and all condi- 
tions of life; from the slum class of the lower East Side; the opium dens of 
Chinatown, and from the brown stone front of Riverside Drive. 

I am satisfied that crime leads to poverty, but I am not satisfied that 
poverty is the cause of crime. In my experience in most of the cases that we 
handle the minds are polluted in early childhood. The most horrible things I 
ever listened to was, the number of girls who told mc how they were bad even 
when they were little girls, and how bad they can get without their mother or 
nearest relatives knowing anything about it. The court experience these girls 
have is a great blessing to them; it often brings to light and to an end, an 
immoral career they have been practicing since childhood, and thus the law 
provides for them a new chance, and not only gives them a new start but often 
leads to the arrest and conviction of the men who are responsible for their ruin. 

There is no doubt that men control the social evil. White slave traffic 
would not be so profitable if there were not such a demand. Men must be 
responsible for the profit there is in the traffic in girls. One of the judges said 
that 90 per cent of the cases he has sentenced of men convicted for white 
slavery are under 22 years of age. All these men are young — who was respon- 
sible for their beginning? — From Tke Light, March-April, 1915. By Margaret 
Luther, Superintendent Florence Crittenden Home, New York City. 



